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keeping the peace with the Prime Minister 
of the very same country. Something hap-
pened: Japan adopted a Japanese-style de-
mocracy. The lesson for all to hear is that 
liberty has got the capacity to change an 
enemy into an ally, and liberty has got the 
capacity to change a region of the world that 
is full of hate and resentment, a region of 
the world from which people were recruited 
to launch attacks against us to a place of 
hope. 

Someday, an American President will be 
sitting down with duly elected leaders from 
the Middle East talking about keeping the 
peace, and a generation of Americans are 
going to be better off for it. 

This is our last stop before voting, but it’s 
been a tradition in our family that we always 
end up the last stop in Texas. And there’s 
a reason why. And there’s a reason why— 
because Laura and I are inspired by our fel-
low Texans. We appreciate the prayers that 
uplift us on a daily basis. We thank you for 
your friendship. We encourage you to vote. 
Send Rick Perry back to the Governor’s of-
fice, please. 

God bless you, and may God bless Texas 
and the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:09 p.m. at Re-
union Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Texas 
State Senator Jane Nelson; former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and former 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Remarks on Election Day in 
Crawford, Texas 
November 7, 2006 

Laura and I know it’s a privilege to be able 
to cast our vote, and I encourage all Ameri-
cans to vote today. 

We live in a free society, and our Govern-
ment is only as good as the willingness of 
our people to participate in it. And therefore, 
no matter what your party affiliation or if you 
don’t have a party affiliation, do your duty; 
cast your ballot; and let your voice be heard. 
So we thank you for being a good citizen. 
It’s good to be here voting in Texas. We’re 
going to be heading back up to Washington 
here pretty soon and watch the results. 

Appreciate it. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 a.m. at the 
Crawford Fire Station. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Memorandum on Determinations 
Under Section 1106(a) of the 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness 
Act of 1988—Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam 
November 6, 2006 

Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 

Subject: Determinations under Section 
1106(a) of the Omnibus Trade and 
Competitiveness Act of 1988—Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam 

Consistent with section 1006(a) of the Om-
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 (19 U.S.C. 2905(a)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I deter-
mine that state trading enterprises account 
for a significant share of the exports of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam) and 
goods that compete with imports into Viet-
nam. I further determine that such state trad-
ing enterprises unduly burden and restrict, 
or adversely affect, the foreign trade of the 
United States or the United States economy, 
or are likely to result in such burden, restric-
tion, or effect. 

Vietnam is seeking to become a member 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
The terms and conditions for Vietnam’s ac-
cession to the WTO include Vietnam’s com-
mitments that it will ensure that all state trad-
ing enterprises within the meaning of section 
1106 will make purchases not for govern-
mental use and sales in international trade 
based solely on commercial considerations 
(including price, quality, availability, market-
ability, and transportation) and that U.S. 
firms will have an adequate opportunity, in 
accordance with customary business practice, 
to compete for participation in sales to and 
purchases from these enterprises on non-
discriminatory terms and conditions. In addi-
tion, the Government of Vietnam will not in-
fluence, directly or indirectly, commercial 
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decisions on the part of state trading enter-
prises, including decisions on the quantity, 
value, or country of origin of any goods pur-
chased or sold, except in a manner consistent 
with the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing 
the World Trade Organization (WTO Agree-
ment) and the rights accorded to nongovern-
mental enterprise owners or shareholders. 

The obligations that Vietnam will assume 
under the WTO Agreement, including Viet-
nam’s protocol of accession, meet the re-
quirements of section 1106(b)(2)(A) of the 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2905(b)(2)(A)), and thus my 
determinations under section 1106(a) do not 
require invocation of the nonapplication pro-
visions of the WTO Agreement. 

You are directed to publish this memo-
randum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 9, 2006] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 8, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 13. 

The President’s News Conference 
November 8, 2006 

The President. Thank you. Say, why all 
the glum faces? 

Yesterday the people went to the polls, and 
they cast their vote for a new direction in 
the House of Representatives. And while the 
ballots are still being counted in the Senate, 
it is clear the Democrat Party had a good 
night last night, and I congratulate them on 
their victories. 

This morning I spoke with Republican and 
Democrat leadership in the House and Sen-
ate. I spoke with Republican leaders, Senator 
Frist and Senator McConnell and Speaker 
Hastert and John Boehner and Roy Blunt. 
I thanked them for their hard-fought con-
tests. I appreciated the efforts they put in 
for our candidates. 

I’m obviously disappointed with the out-
come of the election, and as the head of the 
Republican Party, I share a large part of the 
responsibility. I told my party’s leaders that 
it is now our duty to put the elections behind 

us and work together with the Democrats 
and independents on the great issues facing 
this country. 

This morning I also spoke with the Demo-
crats. I spoke with Senators Reid and Dur-
bin. I congratulated them on running a 
strong campaign in the Senate, and I told 
them that, regardless of the final outcome, 
we can work together over the next 2 years. 
I also congratulated Congresswoman Pelosi 
and Congressman Hoyer. They ran a dis-
ciplined campaign. Their candidates were 
well-organized and did a superb job of turn-
ing out their vote. 

I told Congresswoman Pelosi that I look 
forward to working with her and her col-
leagues to find common ground in the next 
2 years. As the majority party in the House 
of Representatives, they recognize that in 
their new role, they now have greater respon-
sibilities. And in my first act of bipartisan out-
reach since the election, I shared with her 
the names of some Republican interior deco-
rators who can help her pick out the new 
drapes in her new offices. 

I believe that the leaders of both political 
parties must try to work through our dif-
ferences. And I believe we will be able to 
work through differences. I’ve reassured the 
House and Senate leaders that I intend to 
work with the new Congress in a bipartisan 
way to address issues confronting this coun-
try. I invited them to come to the White 
House in the coming days to discuss the im-
portant work remaining this year and to 
begin conversations about the agenda for 
next year. 

The message yesterday was clear: The 
American people want their leaders in Wash-
ington to set aside partisan differences, con-
duct ourselves in an ethical manner, and 
work together to address the challenges fac-
ing our Nation. 

We live in historic times. The challenges 
and opportunities are plain for all to see: Will 
this country continue to strengthen our econ-
omy today and over the long run? Will we 
provide a first-class education for our chil-
dren? And will we be prepared for the global 
challenges of the 21st century? Will we build 
upon the recent progress we’ve made in ad-
dressing our energy dependence by aggres-
sively pursuing new technologies to break 
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